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To Bishop _________, (Arch) Bishop of the Diocese of ______________
Your Excellency,
I am writing to you mindful of our call to solidarity with the poor and the powerful connection between the U.S. Bishops’ two prophetic Pastoral Statements of 1986 and 1983.

Your 1986 Pastoral Letter, “Economic Justice for All” reminded us that “Economic decisions have human consequences and moral content.  They help or hurt people, strengthen or weaken family life, advance or diminish the quality of justice in our land.”  And you placed this in the context of Jesus awakening our spirits in his sermon, “Blessed are the Poor in Sprit…Blessed are the meek…Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness.” 

Furthermore, your 1983 Pastoral Letter, “The Challenge of Peace, God’s Promise and Our Response”, stated, “Peacemaking is not an optional commitment. It is a requirement of our faith.  We are called to be peacemakers, not by some movement of the moment, but by our Lord Jesus.”  
From these two perspectives today, I see the horrifying death and mayhem from war in Iraq and Afghanistan, at the same time I see the predicament of the people in your Dioceses who are hurt by unemployment at 10.2%, 46 million who are without health insurance, a September decrease in domestic personal income, and 1.3 million bankruptcy fillings in one year, as of June 2009 (many from medical costs), a 35% increase over the same period reported in 2008.  (See Sept. 2009 US Census Bureau data below.) 
Beyond this, as you are so fully aware, state governments like New York and California are facing severe economic stress, with deficits in the billions.  But these states have a critical role in serving the poor with Medicaid, Temporary Assistance to Needy Families, housing assistance, HEAP, etc., programs which are threatened by the economic calamity which places an enormous burden on nonprofits such as Catholic Charities.  The recent upswing in the stock market, as you know, is no prescription for care of poor people.

In the light of these economic problems in the U.S., magnified in poorer nations, I ask, “How can we continue to spend on war at a rate of $11 billion per month, when nearly 50 million Americans suffer insecurity concerning food on the table, and nearly 3 billion people in this world live on less than $2 per day?”  As you said in 1986, “Followers of Christ must avoid a tragic separation between faith and every day life.”

I remember Blessed Franz Jagerstatter (beatified two years ago) and his “Solitary Witness” against enormous injustice, because war-making inevitably generates breathtaking economic opportunities for some, and extreme economic hardship for others such as Franz’ poor family who suffered from his lonely but principled stand.

Franz, of course said, “If the Church stays silent in the face of what is happening, what difference would it make if no church were ever opened again?”  In this light I am somewhat encouraged by Bishop Howard Hubbard’s October 6, 2009 letter to Ret. General James Jones, National Security Advisor, perhaps as a redirection of the USCCB stance on Afghanistan.  Bishop Hubbard urged renewed focus on diplomacy in Afghanistan and greater attention to humanitarian assistance and long-term development, particularly agricultural programs; and supports efforts aimed at strengthening local governance and local participation in planning development.  Perhaps the letter by Bishop Hubbard, Chair of the USCCB International Justice and Peace Committee, can begin to redirect the USCCB position away from justifying death and destruction, and offer a beginning of a new teaching of all American Catholics that this war must be brought to a swift end.  77 Methodist Bishops issued just such a call to end the war in November.

We are at an historic moment in the U.S. with a matchless opportunity to extend health care to more than 46 million currently uninsured.  With this opportunity and the difficulties your people face at this very minute, I urge you to convey to your people the direct effect of currently spending $11 billion/month for Iraq and Afghanistan ($1 million/ soldier/year deployed to Afghanistan alone); and how instead that might be used in your Diocese to protect human life and human dignity, promote compassion and the common good.

I continue to hold you in our prayers.

Peace,

(Your name and contact information here)
The statistics in this letter are supported here -
September 10, 2009, US Census Bureau:  
· The U.S. Census Bureau announced today that real median household income in the United States fell 3.6 percent between 2007 and 2008, from $52,163 to $50,303. This breaks a string of three years of annual income increases and coincides with the recession that started in December 2007.

· The nation’s official poverty rate in 2008 was 13.2 percent, up from 12.5 percent in 2007. There were 39.8 million people in poverty in 2008, up from 37.3 million in 2007.

· Meanwhile, the number of people without health insurance coverage rose from 45.7 million in 2007 to 46.3 million in 2008, while the percentage remained unchanged at 15.4 percent.

· These findings are contained in the report Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2008. The following results for the nation were compiled from information collected in the 2009 Current Population Survey (CPS) Annual Social and Economic Supplement (ASEC)
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